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desire to see another semi-independent military force
established within the limits of his jurisdiction.   It
ultimately  transpired,  however,  that  the  Russian
Government's chief intention at this time was to gain
" face " at Peking by a timely display of sympathy
and promises of help, for no military force was actually
available, and none was ever despatched.   A consign-
ment of rifles and ordnance was sent via Mongolia to
Peking, but there were justifiable doubts in well-
informed  quarters whether  these  arms were ever
intended to be used against the Taipings.   The part
which General Ignatieff had played two years before,
when Lord Elgin and Baron Gros were knocking at
the gates of Peking, was quite sufficient to justify
the allies5 feelings of  uneasy suspicion ;   moreover,
Prince Kung made no secret of the fact that he had
been induced to make the gallant Russian General
a present of the Primorski province and the harbour
of Vladivostock in consideration of his alleged (but
purely  imaginary)   services   in   " persuading"   the
English and French representatives to withdraw their
troops from Peking after the signature of the Treaty.
The slimness displayed by the Russians on that his-
toric occasion was of the kind that Li would naturally
admire, especially as in this instance he himself was
not the chief victim.   In fact, Russia's whole policy
of watchful waiting;   her stealthy preparations for
the day of opportunities which her rulers foresaw in
China's increasing necessities ; her methods of peace-
ful, almost benevolent, absorption of China's slackly
held dependencies in the north-west;  her readiness
to withdraw from situations that threatened  any
serious difficulties;  above all, her ceremonious con-
sideration for China's " face " and for the shadow of